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Joining Split Fiberglass & Wood Columns (continued) 
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� Store all wood columns in a cool, dry and well ventilated area.

� All split columns, capitals and bases must be primed with one (1) 

coat of an exterior oil-based primer and then painted with two (2) 

coats of exterior oil-based paint.  NOTE:  The seams where glue is 

to be applied are not to be primed or painted.

� The end grain at the bottom of the shaft must be sealed and painted  

to protect the column from moisture.

� Apply the oil based primer and paint with a brush to best protect 

the column from moisture.  Follow the paint manufacturer's 

instructions for best results. 

� Adequate ventilation is a necessity in the installation of wood   

columns.  Ventilation must be provided for at the top of the column   

by a recessed soffit.  Ventilation will be provided at the bottom of   

the column by the precut openings in the plinth.

� Install flashing with all split capitals (Refer to Flashing Installation  

Instructions) taking note not to disturb column ventilation.
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1.  Determine the desired 

location and temporarily set the

shaft into position and ensure

that it is plumb.  Lightly mark

the outline of the split shaft.

2.  Measure the wall thickness 

of the split column on each side

and cut pieces of wood blocking

to fit inside the split column.

3.  Securely mount the blocking

to the wall every 24" along the

length of the column.  Be sure

to allow for the wall thickness

at each position.

4.  Return the column into 

position on the wall.  Pre-drill,

countersink holes and attach 

the shaft to the blocking with

rust resistant screws.   Do not

over tighten the rust resistant

screws or column damage may

occur.
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5.  Apply sealant at the joint

between the wall and column.

Refer to Installation of Round Fiberglass Columns for more information

on capital and base installation and finishing instructions.

� Install the split base by pre-drilling holes and mounting the base 

to the floor with rust resistant screws.

� The split capital is installed by pre-drilling holes and mounting the 

split capital to the ceiling or wall with rust resistant screws.

� Fill all screw heads with automotive body filler and sand smooth.

� Apply paintable silicone sealant to the joints between the base, 

capital and shaft.

�Synthetic flashing is required 

on all exterior wood columns 

with decorative capitals or any  

split capital.

�Never block column ventilation 

with flashing.

�Install flashing on the side of 

the soffit and capital that is 

exposed to the elements.  The 

flashing begins 1" from the 

bottom of the soffit and

continues down to the capital,  

turns across the top of the 

capital and folds over 
1

/2" down 

the top edge of the capital.    

Trim away any excess flashing.     

Flashing is required on two  

sides of the soffit and capital 

exposed to the elements when a 

column is installed at a corner.

�The floor joist attachment for

a 

second story balcony is never 

to be connected to a wood or 

fiberglass column.  This type  

of installation requires the use 

of a structural support column 

inside a split wood or 

fiberglass column.  This

structural support column is  

commonly called a "lolly" 

column.  The weight of the 

balcony is carried only by 

the lolly column and should    

not rest on the job-site notch

in the column wall.  

� Always have a structural 

engineer approve the 

installation plans for this 

type of column installation.
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